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7he www.lrseries.corn website can now

offer new units. The description is as follows:

OVERDRIVE UNIT GKN - DEFENDER'
Brand New (Genuine):S1711.19 inc. VAT).

Second-hand units, on eBaY can
sometimes be found - and are either very

expensive
advised !

or very cheap. BuYer discretion

choice is Iimited. However, if
you can get a GKN Overd
not-currently- man ufactu red,
you'll have a gem - if you can
keep it reliable.
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THE GKN overdrive has not, at the time
of writing, been manufactured for some
years. However, some new examples turn
up occasionally; second-hand ones can
sometimes be bought and Devon 4x4 sell
reconditioned units. Here's how to fit one
of these units.

I managed to buy a new-old-stock GKN
overdrive and then purchased a set of
original fitting instructions from Devon
4x4. Unfortunately, the instructions are
pretty limited and so I've rewritten and
added to them to make them, hopefully,
much more useful.

This unit was fit.ted at Ashcroft
Transmissions although they are not
interested in supplying GKN units so
there's no point asking them for one.
It was fitted in conjunction with one of
Ashcroft's famous automatic conversions
on my Land Rover Defender. GKN never
specified their overdrive as being suitable
for use with the automatic but, following
discussions with Dave Ashcroft, we
couldn't see any reason why it shouldn't
be done and so it has proved. As you can
see below, the overdrive was designed
to be used without use of the clutch and I

find it works extremely well in conjunction
with my automatic gearbox.

PICTURE I After unscrewing the six

M10 hex, head set screws (and depending
on model, there could also be two M10
countersunk screws to remove)...

PICTURE 2 ...remove the cover (a). lf it
doesn't come off with the cover, the bearing
support plate (b) could be a tight fit in

the transfer box so a lever may have to be
inserted between the plate and the transfer
box. This lever should be moved around the
plate so that it is removed evenly without
damaging the unit face.

When the bearing support plate has been
removed, the transfer box gear seen here can
be withdrawn. The propshaft may have to be
turned slightly. The two inner bearing races
on the transfer box gear are not required for
the overdrive fitment.

PICTURE 3 When the transfer box gear has
been removed check:
& That the number of teeth on the gear

removed from the transfer box is the same
as that on the overdrive unit.

& The gear face widths (the width along the
teeth) are the same.
lf both of the above are correct, continue

with the installation. lf not, you will need to
obtain replacement parts for the transfer
box to match the overdrive unit. Ashcroft
or Devon 4x4 may be able to supply the
necessary parts.
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